THE PROPHECY 


As the King of Varanasi lay dying, he worried about his wife and 
unborn child. "The queen will be safe,* said his loyal minister, 
Ghoshthila. "She will bear a son who will one day rule over the 
kingdom." Reassured, the King passed away. But the prophecy had 
been overheard by the King's older son, Suryanemi, the heir to the 
throne. Suryanemi thought of his unborn brother as a rival and 
ordered the minister to have the child killed, as soon as it was born. 

Though it speaks of the Indian kingdom of Varanasi, this story from 
India was preserved in the monasteries of Tibet. It was found and 
translated by Europeans in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
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THE KING OF VAWMASI LAY ON H/S PEATH&EP. 




LOYAL 

GOSHTHILA WILL 
CONTINUE TO 
GUI PE MV SON, 
SURYANEM1 AS 
HE GUIPEP ME. 



I HAVE LIVEP 
WELL ANP I'M 
NOT AFRAIP 
OF PEATH. ANP 
YET... 



ixii 


_J 








...ANP YET IF ONLY 
I KNEW THAT ALL 
WOULP BE WELL WITH 

Ki PEAR QUEEN WHO 
IS EXPECTING MY 

CHILP... / \ 


O KING, 
THERE Yb 
NOTHING TO 
WORRY 

_ ABOUT. 



LJl>i 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




GOSHTHILA... 
PROTECT MY... 
PEAR. QUEEN ANP 

fek ...anp her 

UNBORN SON 
...WHEN I AM 
i CONE. ^ 


I WOULP HAVE 
PONE SO, MAHARAJ 
EVEN WITHOUT 
v YOUR DIPPING.y 


A FEW Pfl ys LflTEg. 
THE KING PIED . -. 



.. AND, SU&VANEM! 
BECAME KING . 


2 


THE PROPHECY 






I AM NOT 
PREPAREP 
TO TAKE 
ANY 

CHANCES. 


... ANP SHE 
MIGHT HAVE 
A PAUGHTER. 



THEN MAY 
I SUGGEST SOME¬ 
THING, MAHARAJ ? 
LET THE QUEEN 
LIVE. O' 


















































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




r THEN SHALL I... 
SHALL I TAKE THE 
QUEEN TO MV 

HOUSE SO I CAN 
KEEP A CLOSE 
. WATCH ON HER ? 



I LEAVE THE 
MATTER IN 
HOUR HANPS 
NOW, GOSHTHILA 



I PON’T KNOW WHV 
t HAP TO LEAVE THE 
PALACE ANP COME HERE, 
GOSHTHILA. BUT I TRUST 

V vou. > 


I ONLV HOPE 
I WILL BE ABLE 
TO LIVE UP TO 
THAT TRUST. . 


Ip? 

/ V i 






THE PROPHECY 



SOUNPEP, 

GOSHTHU.fi WfiLKEP OUT OF THE HOUSE . 

NOW WHAT? 

WHAT PO 
) PO ? 




A BA&V GIRL. 
ANP SHE'S 
NOT WANTEp! 


no!not 

ANOTHER 
^ GIRL * 













GOSH THI LA WALKED INTO THE HUT 


' IF VOU PONT 
WANT THAT BABY, 
GIVE HER TO ME. 
SHE'LL BE BROUGHT 
, UP LIKE A . 

^ PRINCESS! ✓ 



















































































































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


\...HOME TV THE QUEEN, 

■- W 

why do vou 

WEEP, 

O QUEEN ? 




m 

5T’ 




IF ONLY HIS 
FATHER WERE 
ALIVE T O SEE 
MV PARLING 
SON ! 







I AM TAKING 
AWAV HOUR. SON 

but iVe left v 

A PAU6HTER. TELL 
THE WORLP 
SHE IS YOURS. 




GOOP ! VOU MAY 
BRING MY MOTHER 
ANP /MY SISTER 
TO THE 

V PALACE. > 


THIS 

VERY PAY 
MAHARAJ 




WHY PON T 
YOU MAKE HIM 
PELIVER FISH, 

THEN ? 


VERY WELL, SIR 
BUT HE’LL 
NEVER MAKE 

A GOOP 

FISHERMAN. A 


THAT’S A 
GOOP IPEA 
I WILL. 


SENP HIM TO THE 
PALACE WITH THE 
FISH FROM 
. TOMORROW. ^ 


AT LEAST LET ME ■ 
SEE HIM, J ■ 

GOSHTHI LA ^ 

'- m ALL RIGHT, 

_ / // IF YOU MUST. 

U I’LL BRING 
My |\ him TO YOU 
Sr V TOMORROW 


YOU, SIR ? 
AFTER SO 
MANY 
YEARS ? 


MANY YEARS PASSED . THE QUEENS 
FOSTER DAUGHTER WAS GIVEN AWAV 


WENT TO THE FISHERMAN'S 


GOSHTH I LA 


HOW IS 
YOUR SON 
FARING ? 


WOULPN'T 
BE WISE 
TO PO SO 


THE PROPHECY 


A FEW DAYS AFTER THE 
WEDDING 




































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I’LL GO WITH 
V OU TOPAV. 

FROM TOMORROW] 

YOU ARE ON 
YOUR OWN. 



SO THE TWO SET OUT. 



GOSH TH/LA WAS WAITING 
FOR. THE BOW. I- 



r AH, THERE YOU ARE! 
THE OUEEN MOTHER 
WISHE5 TO SEE 

you. 




YES.YOUR MOTHER 
CAN WAIT OUTSIDE 
THE CHAMBER. . 


*5 they ENTERED THE QUEEN'S e= 




THE NEAT MOMENT 
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THE PROPHECY 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


WOMAN! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU POING 








THAT BOY! 
KILL HIM | 
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THE PROPHECY 



I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT I’VE DONE 

BUT I D O KNOW 
THAT... 




CHASE HIM J DON’T 
LET HIM GET AWAY! 


...>?A/P FLEP 
FOR HI5 LIFE . 









PHEW ! l’VE LEFT 
THEM FAR BEHIND! 
BUT THEY’LL A 
COME AFTER V 
-\ ME. s7‘ 


awl 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE PROPHECY 


SOON 


MAY I COM E 
IN? THE KING'S 
MEN ARE 
AFTER ME. 


AH ! SUCH IS THE 
WAY OF KINGS, MY 
BOY. BUT MY SONS 
WILL HELP YOU TO 
ESCAPE . ^ 


WHAT CRIME 
HAVE YOU 
COMMITTED? 


I PON T 
KNOW* 


T-THERE ! IT WAS A 
B-BOY GHOST. IT 
RAN AWAY. 


GO, LIE 
POWN ON 

that. 


iTfe HIM | 
COME ON*. 


GH-GHOST 






1 

1 


1 v*f 



I.* * 








r i 




f J 








































































































































































































































A MAR CHITRA KATHA 





I'LL TAKE THE PATH 
GOING UP THAT HILL 
THAT SHOULD 

SLOW THEM / 

POWN. /r 






JNJ 1 . 

T < 




. v»ri^' 

>st. 






»-ki 
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THE PROPHECY 


THE BOV, MEANWHILE,HAD 
REACHED THE HOUSE OF A 
DHOBI . 


f 

\ 




PLEASE HELP ME 
THE KING'S MEN 
ARE AFTER ME. 


WHAT 
FOR ? 






I’LL LEAVE YOU 
AT THE RIVER. 
YOU CAN ESCAPE 
FROM THERE. . 


THANK 
YOU, KINP 
. SIR. v 




























































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


FROM THE RIVER ., THE BOY 
WALKED TO THE NEXT 
VILLAGE WHERE HE SAW 





SIR, CAN YOU MAKE 
ME A PAIR OF 
SLIPPERS WITH 
THE HEELS IN 
FRONT ? 



THE COBBLER AGREED AND 




WHEN HE REACHED THE CITY WALL — 




AS HE SWAM ABOUT IN 
THE WATER A GROUP 
OF NAG AS SAW HIM . 

7ZL 7E2fi 






A stranger! 

?Ht5m 



THE PROPHECY 



SOME PAYS LATER } AT SURYANEM/’S 
PALACE — r^n -7-- 


HIS SHOE TRACKS LEP 
FROM THE CITY WALL 
TO THE VILLAGE... 


WE TRACEP HIM 
TO A VILLAGE, 
MAHARAJ. 


WHERE’S 
THE 
BOV ? 


WHERE 
IS HE 
NOW P 


he’s VANISHEP! 
JUST VANISHEP*! 


FOOLS ! YOU’VE 
LET HIM 
TRICK YOU. . 


THROUGH A 

PRAIN. 


GO* SENP ALL THE 
SNAKE-CHARMERS OF 
THE/ 7 LANP TO ME. . 


HE MUST 
HAVE GONE TO 
THE ABOPE OF 
THE NAGAS. 


- 




















































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
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THE PROPHECY 




PINGALA, 

THE 

VAKSHA? 


THE BOY 
IS AS GOOD 
AS PEAD. 



LET’S RETURN TO 
THE KING ANP GIVE 
HIM THE NEWS. IT 
SHOULP MAKE 
v HIM HAPPY. > 


l 

\ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



the boy, mean while, had reached the 

FOREST AND WAS WANDERING ABOUT WHEN 

THEY /V 

MUST 
PlNGALA 








W 








cm 





THE PROPHECY 






AS LONS 

AS I live! 



hm» so vou’re 

GOING TO BE 

difficult! 

WELL, I'LL 
WAIT. 
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THE PROPHECY 





because the clothes had I 

THE aov’s SCENT ... 


-••the dogs thought the 

BOY USD FALLEN DOWN. 


THEY POUNCED ON THE YAK6H /9 ... 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 






HE WAS PESTIN- 
TO BE KILLEP 
BV A YOUTH. VOU 
ARE ALIVE ,60 
HE MUST BE 

peapj y 



TriEN ONE 
MORNING - 


7 GO OUT 
THE WAV I TOLP 
HOU, SON. THIS 
TURBAN WILL 
PROTECT YOU ON 
THE WAV. 


THE PROPHECY 



OH!OH| 
THE KING 
HASN’T 
GIVEN UP 


w \r^Zf r 



ANP WITHOUT THINHIN6 
HE BEGAN TO EON. 







they’re 

GOING AWAY 1 
THEV THINK 
I’M PEAP. 


THE KING WILL 
HAVE PEACE 
AT LAST. 
















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



Tj/ & 







I PON’T KNOW 
WHV VOCI WANT 
TO HAVE ME 
KILLEP..* A 


THE PROPHECY 







HOW I HATEP 
P0IN6 THAT « 


HE 


BUI 


LEFT 


you 


NO 


CHOIC 


E 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




GOSHTHILA THEN TOLD THE BOV ft BOUT 
THE PROPHECY, SURYAN EMI’S WICKED 
ORDER. ftND HOW HE HftP AVERTED IT. 





THE BOY WAS CROWNED 
KING. HE RULED OVER 
VARANASI AND LOOKED 
AFTER HIS SUBJECTS 
EVEN BETTER THAN 
HiS FATHER HAD DONE. 




- ^ SN# 

IJ 1 


J 

1 

Mi 
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